
CITY OF BLUFFDALE, UTAH 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-04 

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING OPEN BURNING WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING A 
PERMIT WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUFFDALE. 

WHEREAS, Utah municipalities are granted the power to regulate burn permits in accordance 
with Utah Code Annotated Section 11-7-1 (2); 

WHEREAS, the City of Bluffdale has a responsibility to promote the public health, safety and 
welfare throughout the City, and 

WHEREAS, following due consideration of relevant information, the Bluffdale City Council 
has determined that there is a need for an ordinance regulating and preventing open burning 
without first obtaining a permit within the City of Bluffdale; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BLUFFDALE CITY COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Amendment of Bluffdale City Code pertaining to Open Burning 
without first obtaining a permit. Section 5-1-6 of the Bluffdale City Code is hereby adopted as 
follows: 

5-1-6: OPEN BURNING 

A. Permit Required: 

1. No person may burn, permit to burn, or allow to be burned on propetty owned or 
leased by that person any item outdoors unless the person has a valid permit issued by 
the City fire authority for burning on a specified date or period, specifying where the 
open burning will take place, unless the open burning activities may be conducted 
without a permit pursuant to Section C. 

2. A pennit applicant shall provide information as requested by the City fire authority. 
No permit or authorization shall be deemed valid unless the issuing authority 
determines that the applicant has provided the required infonnation. 

3. Persons seeking an open burning permit shall submit an application to the City fire 
authority on a form provided by the City fire authority for each separate burn. 

4. A permit shall be valid only on the lands specified on the pennit. 
5. No material may be burned unless it is clearly described and quantified as material to 

be burned on a valid permit. 
6. No burning shall be conducted contrary to the conditions specified on the pennit. 
7. Any pennit issued by a county or municipal fire authority shall be subject to the 

local, state, and federal rules and regulations. 

B. Permit Criteria: 



1. Except as otherwise provided herein, no permit may be issued for burning or disposal 
of petroleum wastes, demolition or construction debris, residential rubbish, garbage 
or vegetation, tires, tar, trees, wood waste, other combustible or flammable solid, 
liquid or gaseous waste, or for metal savage or burning of motor vehicle bodies. 

2. The City fire auth01ity shall base a decision to approve burning based on the 
predicted meteorological conditions and whether the emissions would impact the 
health and welfare of the public or cause or contribute to an exceedance of any 
national ambient air quality standard. 

3. The Air Quality Index (AQI) published by the Utah Division of Air Quality shall be 
"Good" (green) at the time of the bum. If a permit is issued based on predicted 
meteorological conditions but the AQI at the time of the bum is not "Good," the 
permit shall be deemed suspended until the AQI reaches "Good" again. 

4. Types of open burning for which a permit may be granted are: 
a. Open burning of a fire hazard that a county or municipal fire authority 

determines cannot be abated by any other viable option; 
b. Open burning of highly explosive materials when a county or municipal 

fire authority, law enforcement agency or governmental agency having 
jurisdiction detennines that onsite burning or detonation in place is the 
only reasonably available method for safely disposing of the material; 

c. Open buming for the disposal of contraband in the possession of public 
law enforcement personnel provided they demonstrate to the county or 
municipal fire authority that open buming is the only reasonably available 
method for safely disposing of the material; 

d. Open burning of clippings, bushes, plants and prunings from trees incident 
to property clean-up activities, including residential cleanup, provided that 
the following conditions have been met: 

1. the City fire authority may issue a petmit between March 30 and 
May 30 for such burning to occur when the clearing index is 500 
or greater. The City fire authority may issue a permit between 
September 15 and October 30 for such burning to occur when the 
state forester has approved the buming window under Utah Code 
Section 65A-8-211 and the clearing index is 500 or greater; 

11. Such burnings occur in accordance with state and federal 
requirements; 

111. Materials to be burned are thoroughly dry; and 
IV. No trash, rubbish, tires, or oil are included in the material to be 

burned, used to start fires, or used to keep fires burning. 
5. The City fire authority shall consider the following factors in detennining 

whether, and upon what conditions, to issue an open burning permit: 
a. The location and proximity of the proposed burning to any building, other 

structures, and the public that might be impacted by the smoke and 
emissions from the bum; 

b. Burning may only be conducted when the clearing index is 500 or above; 
c. Whether there is any practical alternative method for the disposal of the 

material to be burned; and 
d. Methods used to minimize emissions and smoke impacts including, but 

are not limited to: 
1. The use of clean auxiliary fuel; 



n. Drying the material prior to ignition; and 
111. Separation for alternative disposal of materials that produce higher 

levels of emissions and smoke during the combustion process. 
6. Open burning permits are not valid during periods when the clearing index is 

below 500 or publicly announced air pollution emergencies or alerts have been 
declared in the area of the proposed bum. 

7. For bums of piled material, all piles shall be reasonably dry and free of diti. 
8. Open bums shall be supervised by a responsible person who shall notify the fire 

department and have available, either on-site or by the fire department, the means 
to suppress the bum if the fire does not comply with the terms and conditions of 
the permit. 

9. All open burning operations shall be subject to inspection by the City fire 
authority. The pennittee shall maintain at the bum site the original or a copy of 
the permit that shall be made available without unreasonable delay to the 
inspector. 

10. If at any time the City fire authority determines that the permittee has not 
complied with any term or condition of the permit, the permit is subject to partial 
or complete suspension, revocation or imposition of additional conditions. All 
burning activity subject to the permit shall be terminated immediately upon notice 
of suspension or revocation. In addition to suspension or revocation of the permit, 
the City fire authority may take any other enforcement action authorized under 
state or local law. 

C. Open Burn Without A Permit: 

The following types of open burning do not require a permit when not prohibited by 
other local, state or federal laws and regulations, when it does not create a nuisance, as 
defined in Section 76-10-803 ofthe Utah Code or as defined in Title 11 , Chapter 30, of 
this Code, and does not otherwise negatively impact the health and welfare of the public. 

1. Devices for the primary purpose of preparing food such as outdoor grills and 
fireplaces, and the combustible matetial is natural gas, propane, or clean, dry wood 
or charcoal; 

2. Campfires and fires used solely for recreational purposes where such fires are under 
control of a responsible person and the combustible material is clean, dry wood or 
charcoal; and 

3. Indoor fireplaces and residential solid fuel burning devices except as provided in 
Rule 307-302 of the Utah Administrative Code; 

4. Burning of weed growth along ditch banks and fence lines for clearing these ditches 
for irrigation purposes; 

5. Controlled hearting of orchards or other crops during the frost season to lessen the 
chances of their being frozen so long as the emissions fi·om this heating do not cause 
or contribute to an exceedance of any national ambient air quality standards and is 
consistent with the federally approved State Implementation Plan; 



6. The controlled burning of not more than two structures per year by an organized and 
operating fire department for the purpose of training fire service personnel when the 
National Weather Service clearing index is above 500; and 

7. Ceremonial burning when conducted by a Native American spiritual advisor. 

D. Penalty: Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor 
and subject to penalty as provided in section 1-4-1 of this Code. 

Section 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect upon publication or 
posting, or thirty (30) days after passage, whichever occurs first. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED: March 23, 2016. 

Voting by the City Council: Yes No 

Councilmember Jackson Absent 
Councilmember Nielsen X 
Councilmember Preece X 
Councilmember Westwood X 
Councilmember Wingate X 


